
He is using you as a huge
instrument, performing
miracles, saving and
changing lives.  For
that reason, this is 
your ministry too.

I cannot tell you how many 
times I shared and continue 
to share my witness of your 
charity during the past several 
challenging months. If not for 
our monthly donors whose 
steadiness saw us through 
the long, quiet phase, and the 
responsive donors who acted upon a fundraising
appeal letter, and the many other donors whose
spontaneous contributions vivified otherwise
difficult days, we might not have survived the big
shut-down. You carried us financially. We are
touched by all of you who made sacrifices even
while you, too, were personally impacted. That's
an amazing testimony to your dedication to life. 

At the Center we are blessed to hear 
stories in which you were the heroes. While
we were putting this newsletter together, a
visiting donor shared her story. She told us
that not long ago God blessed her with the
gift of meeting her child—an adult now—
whom she had given up for adoption at birth
many years ago.

This being the first newsletter we have 
published during 2020, we have much to share.

The Center was closed and some of its staff
furloughed during the quarantine, but with all
due health care measures we continued to
serve those who reached out by telephone
seeking material support for infant and toddler
care. We made home deliveries to those home
bound and greeted each client at the door
safely with bags full of supplies.

We are elated and so grateful because we have you on our side!
We could not have re-opened our doors as confidently as we did
if it were not for your bountiful, prayerful support.

Thank you for everything you do that is a testament to life!

The mission of Mother of Life Pregnancy Center is the
community’s work. At the Center, we lead as shepherds of this
ministry in which you all participate. We are on the front line as
the hands and feet of God, physically attending to his needful
children. He is our driving force, and He is using you as a huge
instrument, performing miracles, saving and changing lives. For
that reason, this is your ministry too.

During the Spring, the exterior of
our property on Atwells Avenue in
historic Federal Hill received some

much-needed attention from an
energetic group of guys from

Knights of Columbus St. Augustine
Council #10557. During two

blistering hot days in August, they
pulled tenacious weeds, gathered
debris, and repainted all first and
second story shutters. Their great

gift of sweat equity helped us avoid
unwelcome expenses during a
period of constrained revenue.

Thank you, gentlemen!

It was a time in society when that was frowned upon and you
could be disowned by your family. Adoptions were “closed”,
meaning that you would not be told where your child was going.
We encouraged her to see the self-sacrificial, pro-life choice she
had made. It was the first time she was called a hero.

Executive Director's Notes 
Advent greetings to you, pro-life family!
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BLESSED BY A BABY
In a world obsessed with superficially categorizing people, it is edifying to encounter the true and vast variety of beautiful souls and
complex lives in our communities.

Perhaps Ariene’s blessing was a reciprocation, a gift exchange for the many pro-life prayer
warriors who constantly invoke holy help for moms like Cely and their children who need to
know about the sincere and abundant support at Mother of Life Pregnancy Center.

 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” she said, “but the Center was so much more helpful than I
imagined. They gave me tremendous, amazing help throughout my pregnancy and
delivery, including clothes, blankets and a car seat, plus parenting classes and DVDs.”

She calmly conveyed that what she learned in the latter guided her to save Ariene’s life one
day. “She was choking on a cracker, and so I did what the course instructed, and the
cracker popped out of her throat.”

It is easy to imagine Cely doing that very steadily. With a full-time job and a 9-credit course-load in her studies for a master's degree in
Criminal Justice, plus the considerable responsibility of being the primary provider for her family, including her mom, sister and 16-
year-old cousin, Cely has developed remarkable self-management skills.

“I get up at 6:00 a.m., then work from 7:00 to 3:00, and then take care of Ariene and the rest of my family, and then I study at night.” She
usually goes to bed at 1:00 a.m. “How do you keep that up?” we asked in awe. “I’ve been doing it for so many years, I am just used to it.”

Indeed, she is. Cely earned a double major in Public Health and in Science, along with a minor in Legal Studies in her undergraduate
years at Brandeis University. Nevertheless, her current great burden of responsibilities takes a toll. “I feel like I am 40-years-old,” she
sighed.

Blessedly though, light and graceful Ariene lifts her spirits. “Every morning, she
wakes up smiling,” Cely shared. In the heartening presence of Cely and Ariene one
realizes how a young woman of meager material means but with abundant faith
can say, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my
savior.”

Mother of Life Pregnancy Center is the “tremendous, amazing” spiritual, emotional
and physical resource that enables young women to feel confident honoring the
new life within them. Your generous support—by prayer and by treasure—
generates more love than you can imagine. The blessing of a baby is magnified
from age to age. When you feel Ariene’s hand on your head, you’ll know.

Visit motheroflife.org/donate or mail a check with the notation BLESSED to
Mother of Life Pregnancy Center, 400 Atwells Ave., Providence, RI 02909. 

Every morning, she wakes up smiling

After discerning our spirits and smiling for pictures with her mom, Ariene was pleased to be held in my arms. After a few more
minutes of gazing, she laid a wee hand on my head and then bowed her head, making a distinct impression that she was praying
over me.

Carving out a portion of her busy day to answer our questions came 24-year-old Cely with her 7-month-old daughter, Ariene. Upon 
meeting them, two bright qualities are immediately apparent: Cely’s polite and humble self-confidence and Ariene’s softly studious
eye contact. Such a sustained gaze by an adult might be discomforting, but when Ariene stares you can’t help but relax and
reciprocate because she is not only a beautiful child, but she is also one who seems to pray you into her life.

One year ago, Cely was approximately 16 weeks pregnant and was suffering unbearable
anxiety because she had not the material means to provide for the future needs of her
child. Then, in her deepest distress she suddenly felt for the first time with great certainty
the stirrings of Ariene in her womb. That was the graceful assurance she needed, enabling
her to trust Divine Providence and then reach out to the Center.  By heavenly grace,
Ariene’s birth is a miracle. “I can’t imagine my life without her,” Cely affirmed.

 

- Richard Lafond, Communications and Development Facilitator 

Opportunities to generate miracles like these are ongoing at the Center. Please
consider sustaining our work by joining our family of monthly donors. 

Thank you!



Autumn Rose Sale an
Astounding Success!

Prevented by obvious causes from conducting our annual Spring Rose Sale in May, we worked diligently to produce a
successful annual Autumn Rose Sale. Now we are thanking God for a blessed bouquet of bountiful support from more 
than two dozen parishes.

When asked what She liked best 
about the center's services, she said...

"I loved how welcomed I
felt and not judged for

my age and being
pregnant."- D.R

Bold Growth at the Center — New Staff Position
During summer, we became aware of a uniquely valuable and time-sensitive opportunity to bring to the team a
passionately pro-life individual who became available exactly when we needed to begin applying his skills to our
mission. To avail ourselves of this favorable moment we created the position of Communications and Development
Facilitator and hired Richard Lafond to fulfill its duties.

By embracing Divine Order, Mother of Life Pregnancy Center is taking bold steps that will dramatically enhance our
abilities to proactively meet the pro-life challenges of our time. We are also confident that our new endeavors in
communications and development will benefit all pro-life agencies throughout the region because we work
cooperatively with a statewide coalition of admirable organizations, each with its own greatness. Thank you, Holy Spirit!

Client Case Highlight
A young woman came to us because she was yearning for an affirmation of life. Having recently disclosed her pregnancy to
family members, their response was to suggest that she abort her child. Feeling disappointed and unsupported she came to
Mother of Life Pregnancy Center hoping to find encouragement. She was so pleased to finally experience the support and
acceptance for which she longed. She said, “Everyone else was telling me to abort my child, but this was the first place I
came to that supported my decision to keep my baby.” She had previously aborted another child. In dealing with her grief 
over that decision, she came to know that the answer to the question of life for her present child is a resounding “Yes!” 
She further stated that at the Center she felt openness and relief in knowing that she was not being judged due to her age
and situation. She left with clarity, confidence, and gratitude for the love, compassion and sensitivity that we offered her.

When asked if we could pray for
Her, she answered...

“Strength, guidance and
reassurance.” — S.M. 

In spirit and mission in 2020, together we have assisted 193 clients in spite of
the months of societal impediments; we have supported 61 women carrying
babies and parenting for the first time; and, we have prepared 61 layettes,

which means more than 3,000 baby items have been given to women in need.
We could not have served and saved without your support. 

Thank you for investing in lives with us!

Complementing proceeds from the sale of nearly 2,000 roses, were numerous direct donations that were made in addition 
to or in lieu of rose sales and purchases. The responsiveness of priests and parishioners everywhere was tremendous!
We are enormously and prayerfully grateful to all the pastors, parishioners and volunteers who made this project such a
blessed success. We extend a special note of grateful appreciation to volunteers Mary Holmes and Cheryl Johnson who
persistently phoned parishes to solicit their participation.

Finally, we give humble thanks to Our Lady, Queen of the Holy Rosary, for her loving intercession!



Your IRA distribution taxes can be mitigated by a splendid
tool called QCD — Qualified Charitable Distribution. This
simple instrument can be used by anyone aged 70.5 and over.

Although we were able to strengthen our organizational capabilities this year, we were
severely impacted by the economic ramifications of the virus. Prevented from being
able to host two enormously important annual fundraisers — Spring Rose Sale and

Summer Gala — our revenue took a big hit. Nevertheless, we are looking to the year
ahead with hope and courage. Please consider a special donation to boost our new

year intentions. Thank you very much! May God bless you, too, with a great new year!

Make Tax-Free Charitable
Contributions from Your IRA

Knights of Columbus of Fr. Donnelly Council #322, pose amidst a portion of
the bountiful materials that were donated by the generous parishioners of

St. Mark Church in Cranston during the council’s recent baby clothing drive.
Thank you Fr. Anthony Verdelotti, St. Mark parishioners, and kind Knights!

Photo courtesy of Council Program Director Paul Gebhart.

Your Year-End Giving Will Be Gratefully Received

Of course, in matters of this nature you should always consult
your Financial Advisor. If you need our assistance for the
benefit of the Center, please do not hesitate to ask. We can
direct you to useful resources. As always, thank you for your
support in all its forms!

QCDs enable you to reduce the taxable income provided by
your required minimum IRA distributions (RMD). For example,
let’s say your annual RMD is $5,000. Normally, you would be
taxed on that income, but if you donate $500 to a qualified
charity, such as Mother of Life Pregnancy Center, the QCD
reduces the taxable share of your RMD to $4,500. You cannot
also itemize the gift as a charitable deduction, but current tax
laws typically render a more favorable outcome from reducing
IRA taxable income than from itemizing.

Please remember Mother of Life Pregnancy Center in your will or estate.
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